watches expectantly 
>nd cousin,” he says finally 
A few steps away, flush 
against the fence, four more fa¬ 
miliar graves lie in a row 

“Louise s,” he says, gesturing 
with a weathered hand toward 

m °McNem «•£«* « n r ter g o h f the 
grass lovrar here some of the 
cemetery. sin k in the Po¬ 

orest tomgton hiUlop F rom 

\ cahontas Docket he fishes 

his nannelJhmt P^. spec , tickles .. 

out them-- but stU1 he cant 
make^ut the names of the oldest 
Ancestors. Time and the ele¬ 
ments have erased them, making 
it uncertain which relation the 
earth is holding there. 

He stands in the middle of this 
place, smokes his cigarette, sa¬ 
vors the quiet, the company, and 
the familiar view of the farm 
below, where McNeill and the 
kin now buried here have toiled 
for more than 200 years 
It's been a hard year for hay¬ 
ing on the 217-acre farm (Mc- 


Getting on in years and suffer 7 

ing from rheumatism and heart 
problems, McNeill, 76, doubts he 
has much more farming in him. 
After tossing his cigarette into 
the grass and shutting the ceme¬ 
tery gate on the farm’s past, he 
stops to ponder the future. The 
thoughts guide his gaze across 
U S 219, to former farmland 
that has since been subdivided 
into housing lots. 

“Those people here are from 
New Jersey,” McNeill says, with 
a nod to a brown wood frame 
ranch. ‘That big house over 
there’s New Jersey." 

McNeill, his wife Annabelle, 
and their only son Blix, a car 
salesman in nearby Marlinton, 
have had years to consider what 
will happen to the farm. 

“I may build a good road and 
lot it off," McNeill says as he 
sits in the yellow swing on the 
front porch of his house, the 
third family home built on the 
property. "It wouldn’t be hard to 
get offers." 

Annabelle takes a hard line 
against selling. She invokes the 
wishes of her sister-in-law 
Louise to back herself up, sug¬ 
gesting the writer would roll 
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McNeill's grandson Jamie helps him 
bale hay. The family hopes the 16-year- 
old will one day follow in his grandfath¬ 


er s footsteps, but Jamie dreams of i 
better-paying job in construction. 


over in her grave if that grave 
were ever to become part of 
someone else’s back yard. 

"Of course — Lord oh mercy 
— she just thought that the land 


in the McNeill name. She’d nev- years and nine generations of 
er think of selling it." ,ho - — •— —* — 


the farm keeping us, and we 


'Tm not that extreme," her believing that we keep the 


husband says. 

"So it was unth us, and ts 


farm. But that is not the way 


just has to go on and on and on Wlt h us stiU over tWQ ' hundred 


See MCNEILL Page 2C» 




A farming tradition in Pocahontas 12 ? first 

- -- unnton 


McNeills 
ponder future: 
Keep or sell 


I know, deep <toum, that our 
our old farm is only a ragged 
a 5 'V nr( mark f or aJ , 
the others. the old and j ar oia^ 
hard scrabble mountain /arms 
of Kentucky. Tennessee. North 
Carolina and Virginia, all the 
brirry fields scattered across 
the mountains south And how 
the earth holds us is still a dark 
question. It is not the sucking 
deepness that draws us. for the 
firth is mother, protector, the 
home: hut the oppressor too. It 
requires, sometimes, the very 
It/eWood of its oum, and impris¬ 
ons the fly-away dreams and 
bends the backs of men and 
leomrm Yet to lone a familiar 
patch of earth is to knou> some¬ 
thing beyond death " Louise 
McNeill. ’The Milkweed Ladies" 


By Kristen Svingen 
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BUCKEYE - He's slightly 
hunched, short of breath, and 
makes the short trip between his 
pickup and the cemetery's chain- 
link fence slowly, haltingly 

Inside beyond the reach of hts 
herd of 80 cows, overgrown 
grass conceals the cracked and 
crooked tombstones on f older 
graves As if human. lho“ 
‘tones seem to have shrivelled 
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MARVIN DUNBRACK'S HISTORY 


Peter Dunbrack, son of John Dunbrack and Jean Hawthorne of Meaghers' Grant, 
Nova Scotia, born October 1823 died 1887, married Charlotte Sophia Innes, 
-daughter of Richard Innes, Lake Porter, Nova Scotia, November 16, 1852. 

Alexander George Dunbrack was one of their family of ten children. He 
was born November 11, 1853, in Middle Musquodoboit, Halifax County, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. He died July 18, 1936, in Campbelltown and was buried in Mt. View 
Cemetery in Marl inton. West Virginia. 

George Dunbrack left the Dunbrack farm in Canada in 1873 at the age of 20. 

He was a white pine woodsman and as a teamster worked for $1 per day plus board 
for the St. Laurence Lumber Company and also worked on the log river drives. 

The last drive he worked on was 1907 on Greenbrier River. His later years spent 
as a fanner. He married Harriet Ann Ryder May 7, 1889, and to this union were 
bom six sons and five daughters. Their children are: 


Born Died 

Loucrlsia February 11, 1882 Auqust 29 196? 

T ru4 n A An»*i 1 A lOflA n _ _ 


Married 

George Camohpn 



Brooklyn VcldJ',' ' 


5torr. April 21. 1980 


Daughter of Gary and 
Jena McLaughlin 


Hjr/tn D*«f ,m'< - :i•. t*. ' .-' r4 ;-« 10 --tersvUle on Hay 1. 189/ 

He hat held **rtv,*. . ... . : r. .• r..-rU'S to work at the age of ten 
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for the Im SMrill of : :r . • tejeoood. 
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und Gree**> r l* f 
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storeowners still living that he called on, and all s.lesmn that .anted this 

Itory as a competitor are now deceased. He also bought and sold ginseng for 

58 years. - 

Marvin has been active as a member of the Campbell town Methodist Church 
since May 1922, where he taught a youth class of boys with an enrollment of 
twenty-two--average age, eighteen. 'He was Sunday School Superintendent and teacher 
of the adult Bible class for 50 years, and although he retired at age 84, he is 
frequently called on to teach as a substitute teacher. 

Marvin also worked as a laborer at the rock crusher using a sledge hammer 
to cru?h rock small enough to go through the crusher. He helped build the now 

existing Rt. 219 from Marlinton to Campbelltown. 

l 

Marvin recalls that ladies worked at the Empire Kindling Wood Company at 
Watoga to bundle kindling blocks about 2" long to be shipped by railroad car lots 
to different cities to be used as fuel. Marvin's sister, Clara, worked at this 
job and was paid 20£ for 100 bundles, making $1 to $1.50 per day. 
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, drink, and be Kerry, 
^cr tomorrow ye diet." 
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IF .2 '.‘SHE Really '<TSE 

- saw tomorrow lurching by 
Or. little children’s feet* 
jithin their ferns and faces read 
Her prophecy complete, 
i saw toner row look at me 
*■ ran kittle children’s eyes; 

--nc thought how carefully we’d teach— 
If we were rea31y wise. 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


CLASSROOM TBACMERS ASSOCIATION 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
November 29, 1956 
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as ar “*• ^«nwsataa: 

Marlin Ion Woman's Club. ' ^ ® c ™* i9 7I. SiJonoorud by 

"wswaaa« 5 #a^^^» 

Union Fire Department Ladles*tiXn 71 ‘ Sl “ ,1!i0 ' w l b >' itir - 

2 WtSls^«a 

JHSS NINA FOWLER, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Visv& Fowler HilLthmv 
%%?**£*? Fire Apartment and F^S ' ^ 

r L P A t ^Ughter of Mr. ami Mrs, Uiman Landis Marlif 1 (nn* 

C °“' ty HfehKCh0 ° ! M"-*"—*Wta 

h!?P C 2?? ELL t MOORE, darter of Mr, and Mrs. Thomas Moore Mar- 
Hilton; Senior at Pocahontas County High School. Sponsored bv Martini™ 
Business and Professional Women's Club. ^ ‘ *' 

JH 8 ®. L . 0IS “*», !kught8r 01 M“. G lentil Snead am! Mr. Lowell Stem., 
\i^r»0* Pocahontas County High Seliool 1571. Sponsored by 
Marlinton Cltamber of Commerce. 3 

ME&s JO ANN SHARP, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Guy Sharp. Huntersville; 
bontor at Pocahontas County High ScliooL Sponsored by Marlin ton VFW 
A IKllh i' j „ 

MES DIANE SHEFLETT, daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Harold Shiflett, Marlin* 
ton; Junior ait Pocahontas County High School. Sponsored by Ruth Hebekah 
Lodge No* G8, 

MIES JANE SMALL, Slighter of Mr, and Mrs. Fred Small, MarlLiton; 
Graduate of Pocahontas Count’/ High School 1971. Sponsored by Marilntor, 

I’ ire- Department, 

MISS SUSIE SMITH, ctiughtcr of Mr,and Mrs. Jack Smlt.% JfettJnfctfi; Grad¬ 
uate ot Pocahontas County High School 1U71* Sponsored by Merlin ton Jay- 
cees, 

MISS DONNA STEMFLE, daughter of Mr, and Mrs. EdStempte, Marlin ton; 
Senior at Pocahontas County High School, Spoftsoreti by Marlin ton Rotary 
Club, 

^ _ 1L -. MBS DIANA WASLO, daughter of Air. Mike Wasted Arcovaie; Jurtfcr at 
T^ e Pocahontas County Kfeh School, Sponsored by Durbin YF’a Post No, M5J. 

MBS SHIRLEY WTLFONG, dieter of Mr, and Mrs, Alien ViHong, Senior 
at Pocahontrs County High School# Sponsored by Dyn;:xirc thyme D&ry>cstra- 

rinR CIuL'i 

MISS TERESA WOO0DELL, daughter of Mr. and Mrs* Aren ^£#_4deH, Mar- 
Uuton* Gradutte of Pocahontas County High School iSTLinacsonsS bf Mar- 

*2* Hfcb Seta* mi. Sretsoiwl * VF» Po« 
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